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not include any office or position with-
in a political party or affiliated organi-
zation. 

Person means an individual; a State, 
local, or foreign government; or a cor-
poration and the subsidiaries it con-
trols, company, association, firm, part-
nership, society, joint stock company, 
or any other organization or institu-
tion, including any officer, employee, 
or agent of such person or entity. 

Political activity means an activity di-
rected toward the success or failure of 
a political party, candidate for par-
tisan political office, or partisan polit-
ical group. 

Political contribution means any gift, 
subscription, loan, advance, or deposit 
of money or anything of value, made 
for any political purpose. 

(1) A political contribution includes: 
(i) Any contract, promise, or agree-

ment, express or implied, whether or 
not legally enforceable, to make a con-
tribution for any political purpose; 

(ii) Any payment by any person, 
other than a candidate or a political 
party or affiliated organization, of 
compensation for the personal services 
of another person which are rendered 
to any candidate or political party or 
affiliated organization without charge 
for any political purpose; and 

(iii) The provision of personal serv-
ices, paid or unpaid, for any political 
purpose. 

(2) A political contribution does not 
include the value of services provided 
without compensation by any indi-
vidual who volunteers on behalf of any 
candidate, campaign, political party, 
or partisan political group. 

Political management means the direc-
tion or supervision of a partisan polit-
ical group or campaign for partisan po-
litical office. 

Political party means a national polit-
ical party, a State political party, or 
an affiliated organization. 

Political purpose means an objective 
of promoting or opposing a political 
party, candidate for partisan political 
office, or partisan political group. 

Receive means to come into posses-
sion of something from a person offi-
cially on behalf of a candidate, a cam-
paign, a political party, or a partisan 
political group, but does not include 

ministerial activities which precede or 
follow this official act. 

Room or building occupied in the dis-
charge of official duties by an individual 
employed or holding office in the Govern-
ment of the United States or any agency 
thereof includes, but is not limited to: 

(1) Any Federally owned space (in-
cluding, but not limited to, ‘‘public 
buildings’’ as defined in 40 U.S.C. 612(1)) 
or Federally leased space in which Fed-
eral employees perform official duties 
on a regular basis; 

(2) Public areas as defined in 40 
U.S.C. 490(a)(17) and 41 CFR 101–20.003 
of buildings under the custody and con-
trol of the General Services Adminis-
tration. 

(3) A room or building occupied in 
the discharge of official duties by an 
individual employed or holding office 
in the Government of the United 
States or any agency thereof does not 
include rooms in the White House, or 
in the residence of the Vice President, 
which are part of the Residence area or 
which are not regularly used solely in 
the discharge of official duties. 

Solicit means to request expressly of 
another person that he or she con-
tribute something to a candidate, a 
campaign, a political party, or partisan 
political group. 

Subordinate refers to the relationship 
between two employees when one em-
ployee is under the supervisory author-
ity, control or administrative direction 
of the other employee. 

Uniformed services means uniformed 
services as defined in 5 U.S.C. 2101(3). 

§ 733.102 Exclusion of employees in 
the Criminal Division of the United 
States Department of Justice. 

Employees in the Criminal Division 
in the Department of Justice (except 
employees appointed by the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate) specifically are excluded 
from coverage under the provisions of 
this part. 

§ 733.103 Permitted political activi-
ties—employees who reside in des-
ignated localities. 

(a) This section does not apply to an 
individual who is employed in an agen-
cy or position described in § 733.105(a), 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 11:42 Feb 03, 2012 Jkt 226009 PO 00000 Frm 00051 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Q:\05\5V2 ofr150 PsN: PC150



42 

5 CFR Ch. I (1–1–12 Edition) § 733.104 

unless that individual has been ap-
pointed by the President, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate. 

(b) Employees who reside in a mu-
nicipality or political subdivision des-
ignated by OPM under § 733.107 may: 

(1) Run as independent candidates for 
election to partisan political office in 
elections for local office in the munici-
pality or political subdivision; 

(2) Solicit, accept, or receive a polit-
ical contribution as, or on behalf of, an 
independent candidate for partisan po-
litical office in elections for local of-
fice in the municipality or political 
subdivision; 

(3) Accept or receive a political con-
tribution on behalf of an individual 
who is a candidate for local partisan 
political office and who represents a 
political party; 

(4) Solicit, accept, or receive uncom-
pensated volunteer services as an inde-
pendent candidate, or on behalf of an 
independent candidate, for local par-
tisan political office, in connection 
with the local elections of the munici-
pality or subdivision; and 

(5) Solicit, accept, or receive uncom-
pensated volunteer services on behalf 
of an individual who is a candidate for 
local partisan political office and who 
represents a political party. 

§ 733.104 Prohibited political activi-
ties—employees who reside in des-
ignated localities. 

(a) This section does not apply to an 
individual who is employed in an agen-
cy or position described in § 733.105(a), 
unless that individual has been ap-
pointed by the President, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate. 

(b) Employees who reside in a mu-
nicipality or political subdivision des-
ignated by OPM under § 733.107 may 
not: 

(1) Run as the representative of a po-
litical party for local partisan political 
office; 

(2) Solicit a political contribution on 
behalf of an individual who is a can-
didate for local partisan political office 
and who represents a political party; 

(3) Knowingly solicit a political con-
tribution from any Federal employee, 
except as permitted under 5 U.S.C. 
7323(a)(2)(A)–(C). 

(4) Accept or receive a political con-
tribution from a subordinate; or 

(5) Solicit, accept, or receive uncom-
pensated volunteer services from a sub-
ordinate for any political purpose. 

(c) An employee covered under this 
section may not participate in political 
activities: 

(1) While he or she is on duty: 
(2) While he or she is wearing a uni-

form, badge, or insignia that identifies 
the employing agency or instrumen-
tality or the position of the employee; 

(3) While he or she is in any room or 
building occupied in the discharge of 
official duties by an individual em-
ployed or holding office in the Govern-
ment of the United States or any agen-
cy or instrumentality thereof; or 

(4) While using a Government-owned 
or leased vehicle or while using a pri-
vately owned vehicle in the discharge 
of official duties. 

(d) An employee described in 5 U.S.C. 
7324(b)(2) may participate in political 
activity otherwise prohibited by 
§ 733.104(c) if the costs associated with 
that political activity are not paid for 
by money derived from the Treasury of 
the United States. 

(e) Candidacy for, and service in, a 
partisan political office shall not result 
in neglect of, or interference with, the 
performance of the duties of the em-
ployee or create a conflict, or apparent 
conflict, of interest. 

§ 733.105 Permitted political activi-
ties—employees who reside in des-
ignated localities and are employed 
in certain agencies and positions. 

(a) This section applies to employees 
who reside in designated localities and 
are employed in the following agencies 
or positions: 

(1) Federal Election Commission; 
(2) Federal Bureau of Investigation; 
(3) United States Secret Service; 
(4) Central Intelligence Agency; 
(5) National Security Council; 
(6) National Security Agency; 
(7) Defense Intelligence Agency; 
(8) Merit Systems Protection Board; 
(9) United States Office of Special 

Counsel; 
(10) Office of Criminal Investigation 

of the Internal Revenue Service; 
(11) Office of Investigative Programs 

of the United States Customs Service; 
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